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SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  Superintending" School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fitzwilliam 
submit  the  following  Report  of  their  labors  and  of  the  condition  of  the 
Public  Schools  during  the  past  year. 

The  period  embraced  within  this  Report  has  not  differed  essentially, 
from  those  preceding  it  in  its  influences  upon  oui  schools.  The  extraor- 
dinary excitement,  consequent  upon  the  late  condition  of  civil  war  in 
our  country  has  passed  away,  and  enterprise  and  labor  are  returning  with 
remarkable  rapidity  to  their  old  accustomed  channels.  It  becomes  a 
question  of  great  interest  to  every  loyal  citizen  of  our  land  whether 
the  lessons  of  the  past  few  years  are  to  have  any  real  and  permanent 
effect  in  stimulating  a  deeper  interest  in  the  welfare  and  perpetuity  of 
those  educational  institutions  which  are  fundamental  in  their  relation  to 
national  growth  and  prosperity. 

We  ought  to  look  for  a  very  marked  developement  of  the  spirit  of 
the  fathers,  which  was  evinced  not  more  strikingly  by  their  determined 
defense  of  political  rights  than  by  their  fidelity  in  efforts  for  the  pro- 
motion of  general  education,  social  progress  and  moral  elevation.  The 
subject  is  one  of  vast  importance  and  possessed  of  practical  relations  to 
every  community.  The  question  presents  itself;  How  have  we  met  the 
issue  ? 
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Looking  at  the  matter  now  more  in  detail,  your  coramittee  are  grati- 
fied to  make  mention  of  one  marked  evidence  of  an  increased  interest 
in  our  schools  found  in  the  fact  that  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  town 
voted  an  appropriation  for  their  support  fifty  per  cent  larger  that  of 
any  previous  year.  The  amount  appropriated  waa  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. To  this  was  added  the  Literary  Fund,  ni  ety  nine  dollars  and 
ninety  six  cents.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  this  increase  was  required  to  meet  the  advance  of  teacher's 
wages  and  other  school  expenses,  so  that  in  reality,  the  advantage  gained 
by  the  increase  of  the  appropriation  was  not  so  great  as  appears  at  first 
thought. 

Nevertheless  we  count  it  a  great  gain  that  the  town  should  make  so 
decided  a  movement  in  the  right  direction  and  trust  that  no  thought  of 
retrogression  will  be  entertained. 

The  school  houses  remain  without  any  essential  change.  The  larger 
number  of  them  are  reasonably  well  adapted  to  their  purpose,  although 
your  Committee  legret  to  notice  a  prevalent  lack  of  attention  to  repairs 
of  a  minor  character  which  are  almost  constantly  needed  in  every  school 
house.  These  are  trifling  in  most  cases,  we  admit,  but  they  are  quite 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  building  and  its  appurtenances,  and 
not  less  so  to  the  comfort  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The  dilapidated 
condition  of  the  teacher's  desk,  stove  pipe,  and  other  furniture  in  the 
Third  District  requires  notice.  The  whole  internal  arrangement  of  the 
school  houses  in  the  Eighth  and  Tenth  Districts  is  inconvenient  and 
undesirable,  and  might  be  greatly  improved  at  slight  expense.  In  Outline 
Maps.  Charts,  and  other  necessary  apparatus,  there  is  a  very  great 
deficiency  in  most  of  our  school  houses.  The  very  least  of  these  articles 
with  which  every  school  house  should  be  provided,  is,  a  small  globe,  a 
chart  of  elementary  souuds,  a  set  of  outline  maps,  a  dictionary,  and  all 
the  black-board  possible.  While  your  committee  have  been  gratified 
to  coru'uend  the  increase  of  the  appropriation  for  school  purposes,  indi- 
cating as  we  think,  a  desire  not  to  let  these  interests  languish,  we  are 
compelled  to  acknowledge  that  in  other  respects  we  fail  to  discern  that 
measure  both  of  general  and  personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  schools 
which  we  think  their  importance  deserves.  In  a  word,  the  public  senti- 
ment of  the  community  generally  is  not  up  to  standard  on  this  subject. 
It  is  not  such  as  to  cause  teachers,  scholars,  and  all  concerned  to  feel 
that  they  must  meet  a  demand  for  schools  of  the  highest  order  of  excel- 
lence. It  is  not  sufficiently  exacting  on  the  one  hand,  nor  sufficiently 
helpful  and  co-operative  on  the  other  hand.  Public  opinion  ought  to 
be  such  as  to  cause  teachers  and  pupils  to  feel  that  nothing  but  the  very 
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best  effort  on  their  part  will  be  satisfactory,  and  that  in  return,  the  most 
cordial  support  and  sympathy  will  be  given  to  all  right  endeavors. 

Your  committee  feel  called  upon  to  mention  a  very  harmful  practice 
which  prevails  to  a  lamentable  extent,  especially  in  our  summer  schools. 
It  is  that  of  removing  pupils  from  the  school  as  the  busy  season  of  the 
year  approaches,  on  acount  of  some  supposed,  probably  in  some  cases  a 
real  necessity  for  their  labors  in  the  corn-field  or  hay-field.  Several  of 
the  schools  were  seriously  injured  by  this  course  of  proceedure  during  the 
summer  term  of  the  past  year.  We  are  well  aware  that  we  shall  be  met 
on  this  point  by  the  argument  of  "necessiti/,"  but  we  cannot  refrain  from 
asking  if  the  injury  done  to  the  scholar  by  this  curtailment  of  his  edu- 
cational opportunities  is  not  greater  than  any  advantage  that  may  be 
gained  by  a  few  days  or  even  weeks  of  his  labor, 

The  larger  proportion  of  your  schools  have  been  kept  under  a  very 
thorough  and  judicious  discipline.  There  have  been  no  serious  out- 
breaks of  juvenile  perversity,  although  young  America  has  sometimes 
tried  to  carry  too  high  a  head.  Several  schools  have  been  really  models 
of  good  order  and  studiousness  while  in  two  or  three  instances  an  unfor- 
tunate laxity  of  discipline  has  resulted  badly.  This  topic  will  be  treat- 
ed more  in  detail  in  another  part  of  our  Report. 

VV^e  regret  to  report  an  increase  of  tardiness  over  that  reported  in 
several  years  past.  The  whole  number  of  cases  is  163.  It  is  due.  to  the 
teachers  and  scholars,  however,  to  say  that  much  of  this  increase  is 
doubtless  owing  to  the  greater  strictness  in  marking  tardiness  which  we 
have  required  during  the  past  year.  The  rule  has  been  laid  down  for 
the  guidance  of  all  the  teachers,  that,  as  nine  and  one  o'clock  are  the 
hours  for  beginning  school  every  pupil  is  tardy  who  is  not  in  his  place 
ready  for  school  duties  precisely  at  those  hours,  although  he  may  enter 
the  school  room  but  a  few  minutes  later  and  be  present  when  his  name 
is  called  if  it  should  happen  to  be  located  near  the  end  of  the  list. 

In  the  judgment  of  your  Committee  the  custom  which  has  prevailed, 
for  several  years  past,  of  making  detailed  reports  of  the  different  schools, 
and  commenting  upon  the  special  work  of  each  teacher  is  of  doubtful 
utility.  We  are  not  aware  that  any  particular  advantage  is  secured  by 
this  course.  It  is  always  difficult  to  pronounce  an  unerring  judgment 
upon  a  school;  and  to  speak  with  unflinching  faithfulness  is  often  to 
incur  severest  censures  of  interested  friends.  And  the  reports  appear 
oftenest  to  be  sought,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  what  the  (Committee 
have  said  respecting  a  particular  school  or  teacher  rather  than  to  profit 
by  any  important  suggestions  which  may  have  been  put  upon  record.     A 
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topical  report,  in  which  the  general  features  of  our  system  of 
schools  with  their  special  necessities  should  be  treated,  and  illustrated 
by  allusion  to  the  particular  merits  or  defects  of  different  schools,  would 
in  our  humble  opinion,  be  more  satisfactory  and  more  productive  of 
good  results.  But  lest  we  should  lay  ourselves  open  to  the  charge  of 
being  innovators,  we  will  "fall  into  line"  and  speak  briefly  of  the  dif- 
ferent schools  in  detail. 

FIRST  DISTKICT. 

,_  (    Miss  Abbie  A.   Bkkjham.  Kindirf. 

leaehers,     ^     ^j^^^^  ^^^^^^^   Uph.vm.  Wiiichondon. 

The  first  term  of  this  school  was  not  as  successful  as  we  wished  to 
see  it.  We  are  not  disposed  to  think,  however,  that  the  fault  of  this 
result  belongs  wholly  to  the  teacher,  although  had  she  brought  to  her 
task  a  larger  amount  of  energy  and  a  greater  thoroughness  of  instruc- 
tion, any  obstacles  arising  from  indifference  or  a  fault  finding  spirit  out- 
side the  school  house,  might  have  been  overcome.  As  the  case  stood 
however,  there  was  some  ground  for  complaint. 

The  second  term  was  taught  by  a  teacher  of  enviable  reputation  and 
superior  ability.  The  result  was  a  gratifying  success.  (Jood  order 
prevailed,  and  a  marked  improvement  was  evident  in  every  branch  of 
study.  Here  was  perhaps  a  greater  uniformity  both  in  age  and  in 
attainment  in  this  school  than  in  any  other  in  towm.  Of  thirty-nine 
scholars,  thirty  received  diplomas  of  the  2d  Kank. 

First  Rank:  1 — J.  Fred  Smith,  2d  Term.  It  may  be  well  to  state  here 
that  diplomas  of  the  1st  Kank  have  been  awarded  by  the  Committee  to 
such  scholars  as  have  not  been  tardy,  have  been  perlect  in  deportment, 
and  have  reached  a  fixed  standard  in  scholarship,  that  is,  have  recited  a 
certain  proportion  of  perfect  lessons. 

SECOXI)  i)isrRi(;T. 

™      ,  s     MKf>-  James  M.  ix(iALLs, 

Teacher.s     ^    ^^^^^  ^^^^^  j    Kimball. 

A  good  school  is  always  expected  in  this  district.  This  result  is  con- 
sequent upon  three  causes.  —  1st.  The  public  sentiment  of  the  entire 
district  is  correct  on  the  subject.  It  both  demands  and  helps  to  make 
the  school  what  it  ought  to  be.  and  with  great  unity  of  purpose  on  the 
part  of  parents,  this  laudable  end  is  pursued. — 2d.  Great  care  has  been 
uniformly  exercised  in  the  selection  of  teachers  of  known  and  tried 
excellence. — 3d.   These  teachers,    with    scholars   ambitions   to   excel  in 
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wcll-tloing,  have  labored  faithfully  to  meet  the  highest  reasonable 
expectations. 

Both  terms  of  the  past  year  have  been  eminently  successful.  Both 
teachers  brought  qualifications  of  a  high  order,  and  devoted  themselves 
untiringly  to  the  accomplishment  of  good  results.  The  end  was  gained, 
and  this  district  adds  another  to  its  many  years  of  profitable  school. 

First  Rank.  4. — Anna  M.  Phillips,  both  terms.  Hattie  A.  Platts, 
Frederic  GI.  Ingalls,  Chas.  W.  Perry,  Summer  term. 

THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Tcrtchei".  Miss  S.  J.  L.  Reed,  both  terms. 

This  School  has  enjoyed  the  labors  of  Miss  Keed  for  a  number  of 
successive  terms.  Her  abundant  qualifications  for  instruction  and 
management,  her  untiring  energy  and  life-inspiring  influence,  in  the 
school-room,  her  thoroughness  in  instruction  and  her  success  in  securing 
the  love,  confidence  and  obedience  of  all  her  pupils,  ensure  uninterrupted 
success  and  prosperity.  The  classes  in  Arithmetic,  Geography  and 
Grammar  have  made  great  improvement,  and  several  classes  in  Reading 
have  attained  a  high  standard  of  excellence.  This  School,  and  others  in 
Town  of  a  similar  character,  v>'hile  in  operation,  furnish  the  most  honor- 
able report  that  can  be  given  of  the  efficiency  and  high  standing  of  our 
female  teachers.  And  the  Committee  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that 
the  young  ladies  in  Fitzwilliam.  who  have  proved  themselves  well  qual- 
ified to  instruct  children  and  youth  should  receive  honorable  encourage- 
ment. 

First  Rank. — Augusta  M.  Burrill,  Nellie  F.  Burrill,  Addie  M. 
Collins,  Julia  M.  Collins,  Nellie  E.  Collins,  Lillie  A.  Foristall,  Elvira 
A.  Prentice,  Jennie  L.  Strceter,  Hattie  M.  Streeter,  Laura  W.  Bemis, 
Addie  M.  Bisscll.  Ella  H.  Townc,  Cyrena  S.  Whitney,  Herbert  F.  Burrill, 
J.  Harvey  Burbank. 

FOrRTlJ   DISTRICT. 

rr      1  ^    Miss  Julia  E.  Page,     Jaffrev. 

I    31ISS  Mary  ^.  Perky.         •' 

This  school  has  been  very  small  during  the  entire  year. 

The  First  terra  was  taught  with  quite  as  gratifying  results  as  could  be 
secured  with  so  small  a  number  of  pupils. 

The  Second  term  was  perhaps  less  successful  in  point  of  discipline,  some 
of  the  pupils  becoming  quite  wayward  in  their  conduct  at  an  early  period 
of  the  term.     Notwithstanding  this,  some  of  the  most  gratifying  results 
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were  secured  in  instruction,  and  in  this  department,  the  school  appeared 
remarkably  well  at  the  examination. 

First  Rank,  6. — VVayland  J.  Davenport,  G.  A.  Wheeler.  Clarence 
A.  Stone,  George  P.  Bartlett.  Rodney  L.  -Morse.  Edna  N.  Davenport, 
2d,  term. 

FIFTH  DISTRICT,— PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 
Teacher.  Miss  Mary  G.  Fairbanks,  botli  terms. 

Of  the  many  teachers  well  qualified  to  successfully  instruct  schools 
composed  of  larger  scholars,  few  comparatively  arc  rightly  adapted  to 
a  large  school  of  small  children.  When  this  scliool  was  visited  soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  Summer  term,  the  scholars  were  uneasy 
and  noisy,  but  the  kind,  patient,  persevering  course  of  the  teacher,  grad- 
ually remedied  these  evils.  The  Fall  term  was  an  evident  improvement 
upon  the  preceding  one,  and  at  its  close,  it  furnished  satisfactory 
evidence  of  real  success. 

First  Rank  — Maggie  E.  (Jrimes,  Anna  M.  Kendall.  Mary  A.  Nixon 
Lizzie  E.  Nixon.  Theodocia  A.  Drury.  Louisa  A.  Drury,  Anna  Carter. 
Edward  II.  Day,  Harry  J.  Pratt. 

FIFTH  DISTRICT— GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

^     Mjss  Abbie  H.   Kimball. 
leacheis.     ^    y^^     ^    ,j.    Bi.(,„^^^-^^jj^    Honey  Br.. ok.  I\i. 

A  large  amount  of  patient  and  faithlul  labor  was  performed  by  the 
teacher  of  the  tirst  term.  She  brought  to  her  task  those  rare  <iualitiea- 
tions  as  a  teacher,  which  we  but  echo  the  sentiment  of  the  entire  com- 
munity in  saying  she  possesses  in  a  high  degree.  The  result  was  every 
way  successful, — clearness,  accuracy  and  promptness  characterized  the 
various  recitations,  and  good  order  and  studiousncss  gained  entire  ascen- 
dancy throughout  the  school.  Classes  in  Grammar,  Arithmetic  and 
Reading  were  worthy  of  special  commendation. 

First  Rank.  9, — Sarah  Bowker,  Sarah  T.  Carter.  Abbie  E.  Ingalls. 
Lizzie  A.  Kendall,  Hattie  S.  Ferry.  Julia  F.  Phelps.  Carrie  F.  Pratt, 
Mary  A.  Putney,  Frederic  L.  Reed. 

The  services  of  a  gentleman  of  superior  mental  endowments  but  with- 
out any  experience  as  a  teacher,  were  engaged  for  the  2d  term. 

It  was  evident  to  your  Committee  from  the  first,  that  he  would  labor 
under  the  most  serious  embarrassments.  It  is  passing  strange  that 
hardly  any  teacher  who  comes  as  a  stranger  to  this  school  ever  comes 
without    being    required    to   meet    an   unnecessary    and    unwarrantable 
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amount  of  prejudice.  It  seems  as  though  the  fact  that  no  one  knows 
anything  of  him  is  a  warrant  for  guesmig  a  thousand  things  concerning 
him,  and  singularly,  all  of  them  evil  things.  It  requires  a  combina- 
tion of  all  good  qualities  in  a  teacher  to  meet  such  a  state  of  things 
successfully. 

A  want  of  firmness  in  discipline  on  the  part  of  this  teacher,  encour- 
aged insubordination  to  an  alarming  degree.  A  want  of  becoming  dig- 
nity invited  a  kind  and  degree  of  familiarity  on  the  part  of  the  greater 
proportion  of  the  pupils  which  was  tempered  with  neither  a  proper  self- 
respect  nor  a  fitting  respect  for  their  teacher.  A  few  of  the  scholars 
tried  to  be  faithful  to  their  duties  and  succeeded  as  well  as  was  possible 
under  the  circumstances. 

But  the  conduct  of  the  majority  was — unqualifiedly  bad, — characterized 
by  constant  whispering,  playing,  idleness  and  disrespect  to  the  teacher ; 
and  what  could  have  been  needed  to  cap  the  climax  but  the  boasts  "  we 
do  and  say  as  we  please  in  school,"  coupled  with  professions  of  great 
regard  for  the  teacher. 

This  emphasis  of  wrong  doing  was  of  so  marked  and  open  character, 
and  practiced  by  scholars  ranking  themselves  as  young  ladies  and  young 
gentlemen,  that  your  committee  felt  that  they  could  not  do  less  than  put 
the  sea]  of  their  decided  disapproval  upon  it  altogether.  This  they  did 
by  withholding  entirely  from  the  school  the  diplomas  which  have  been 
given  in  other  schools.  Another  reason  for  this  course  was  that  the 
records  of  the  school  failed  to  represent  its  true  condition  and  progress 
and  hence  were  not  a  safe  basis  upon  which  to  ground  an  impartial 
judgement.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  this  school  should  not  stand 
first  in  the  town.     It  has  done  nobly,  it  can  do  so  again. 

SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Teacher.  MiSh  S.  J.  L.  Reed. 

This  school  enjoyed  a  prosperous  term  of  twelve  weeks  under  the  care 
of  an  experienced  and  successful  teacher.  Faithful  aud  critical  instruc- 
tion, with  mild  but  firm  discipline,  accomplished  the  most  satisfactory 
results,  and  the  school  appeared  to  be  profitable  to  all  who  attended  it. 

EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

rp      u  's    -^ii«s  Emma  Cutting, 

leachers,     <     ^r     t^  n 

I    Mr.  Elijah  Phillips. 

What  could  be  done  by  faithful  effort,  by  well-directed  and  earnest 
labor,  by  conscientious  regard  for  the  highest  welfare  of  the  school,  was 
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accomplished  by  the  teacher  of  the  first  term.  And  the  labor  was  per- 
formed in  such  a  thorough  manner  and  with  such  gratifying  results  as 
demand  from  the  committee  no  slight  commendation.  By  kind  persua- 
sion, mingled  with  unyielding  adherence  to  right,  some  of  the  happiest 
results  were  secured  in  the  discipline  of  the  school.  The  instruction  was 
also  accurate  and  thorough,  and  the  whole  progress  of  the  school  com- 
mendable to  the  pupils  and  such  as  to  place  the  teacher  in  the  first  rank 
among  her  co-laborers. 

The  winter  term  was  also  in  a  good  measure  successful.  In  some 
branches  the  teacher  was  particularly  thorough,  and  good  instruction 
,  was  given  in  all.  'I'he  school  made  a  remarkably  good  appearance  at 
the  examination,  and  gave  evidence  of  critical  and  profitable  work  during 
the  term.  In  discipline,  there  was  more  that  was  exceptional,  and  your 
Committee  feel  that  there  was  a  lack  of  attention  to  this  important  de- 
partment. From  some  things  which  we  have  learned  since  the  close  of 
the  school  we  fear  that  there  was  too  great  carelessness  and  laxity  in 
marking  the  deportment,  scholarship  and  attendance  of  the  scholars. 
If  this  is  true,  the  fact  detracts  somewhat  from  the  merit  of  those  who 
received  the  difi^erent  grades  of  diplomas 

First  Ra\k.  U,— Ella  M.  .\raadon.  Effic  S.  Blodgett,  Clara  K.  Hale, 
Eva  M.  Taft.  Ida  .\.  Ward  Hattie  L.  Ilayden,  John  Fl.  Bigelow.  both 
terms. — Sarah  Brooks,  Carrie  J.  Britton.  Addie  S.  Britton.  Quincy  P. 
Le^yis,  Nettie  J.  Stone.  James  E.  Blodgett.  Charles  Whitney  one  term. 

NINTH  DISTRUST. 
Teacher,  Miss  L.  H.  Brockvvay.  l»oth  te:-ins. 

When  this  school  was  visited  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the 
Summer  term,  some  evident  defects  were  observed  in  classes  in  reading, 
and  recitations,  which  through  the  experience,  and  ability  of  the  teacher, 
were  soon  mostly  remedied.  The  general  course  of  the  school  was  satis- 
factory. At  the  close  of  the  winter  term  the  Committee  were  highly 
gratified  with  the  promptness,  and  correctness  of  the  recitations,  and  the 
general  exercises  of  the  school,  furnished  no  evidence  that  they  were 
prepared  expressly  for  the  occasion,  but  was  an  honest  exhibition  of 
what  had  been  taught,  and  learned  during  the  season. 

First  Rank. — Ella  M.  Cooledge.  Mary  E.  Bosworth,  Rocena  V.  Per- 
ham,  M.  Annie  Bowker,  Marcia  C.  Damon.  Alice  F.  Wilder,  Lizzie  A. 
Moore,  Eugene  Blanding,  C.  Howard  Wheeler,  Frank  L.  Perham. 
Daniel  Harris,  Abel  H,  Smith,  Leslie  E.  Smith. 
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TENTH  DISTRICT. 

Teacher,  Miss  Emma  H.  Brewer,  both  terms. 

From  the  well  established  reputation  of  this  teacher  as  a  successful 
worker  in  the  school-room,  the  district  cherished  strong  expectations  of 
an  excellent  school,  in  which  they  were  not  disappointed.  The  calm, 
decided,  straight-forward  coui-se  of  the  teacher,  secured  order,  and  an 
enterprising  spirit,  among  the  pupils.  At  each  visit,-  it  was  evident 
to  the  Committee,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  scholars  were  making 
gradual  progress  in  their  studies.  And  at  the  examination,  all  present 
appeared  satisfied  that  the  money  expended  was  a  profitable  investment. 

First  Kank.— Clara  A.  Potter,  Alice  L.  Byam,  Helen  M.  Howe, 
Luella  E.  Wilson,  Flora  A.  Chase,  Jeanettc  Wilson,  L.  Orcelia  Potter, 
Lauraetta  Wilson,  Willie  E.  Barrus,  Willie  F.  Chase. 

ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— Summer  Term. 
Teacher,  Miss  Jennie  C.  Smith. 

This  was  lAHss  Smith's  first  cflfort  at  school-teaching.  The  school 
when  visited,  appeared  well  and  at  the  close  of  the  term  gave  evidence 
of  having  attained  a  fair  measure  of  success.  Had  the  teacher  shared 
more  liberally  in  experience  and  energy  a  greater  degree  of  prosperity 
would  have  been  the  result. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Tea-hei-,  Miss  Emilie  Martin,  of  Richmoud. 

The  Committee  were  greatly  encouraged  on  visiting  this  school,  from 
the  excellent  order  established,  and  the  evidence  of  early  improvement 
in  the  appearance  of  several  of  the  classes,  especially  in  a  Primer  class. 
By  a  failure  of  the  teacher's  health  there  was  no  closing  examination. 
But  from  what  had  been  witnessed  of  the  order  and  progress  of  the  school, 
and  the  satisfaction  given,  it  is  believed  that  the  teacher's  reputation  for 
energy  and  success,  was  well  sustained. 

First  Rank.— Lilla  E.  Covering,  Walter  D.  Levering,  Arthur  L. 
Alexander. 

TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

Teaclier,  Miss  Susan  Fisher,  both  terms. 

This  school  is  very  small,  and  the  scholars  generally  very  backward, 
making  it  difficult  for  the  teacher  to  create  a  great  degree  of  interest.' 
And  as  an  additional  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  the  school,  its  bar. 
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mony  and  prosperity  were  greatly  interrupted  by  the  insubordination  of 
the  larger  scholars.  If  parents  would  more  faithfully  restrain  and  con- 
trol their  children  at  home,  their  conduct  would  secure  for  them  a  better 
reputation  abroad.  And  if  the  teacher  had  received  sufficiently  the  co- 
operation and  support  of  the  parents,  her  efficiency  and  usefulness  would 
have  been  greatly  increased. 

First  Rank. — Cora  M.  Green,  Lizzie  A..  Whitcorab. 
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Ira  Morse. 

100  00 

4  00    25 
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10 
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12 

8 

C.  L.  Taft, 

160  00 

3  55     45 
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17 
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20 
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D.  F.  Bowker, 
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5  00 
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12 
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20 

10 

Geo.  W.  Wilson, 

105  00 
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100  00 
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25 
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Herman  Fisher, 

100  00 

7  69 

13 

6|24 

4;   6|    1 

34 

19 

$1599  961 

377 

263 1 163 

155|91|20 

906 

235 

<5Paid  to  Troy. 

With  this  report  of  their  proceedings  during  the  past  year  your  com- 
mittee close  their  labors,  and.  grateful  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  them, 
surrender  to  you  again  the  trust  committed  to  them.  The  different 
members  of  the  committee  have  made,  in  the  aggregate,  one  hundred  and 
seven  visits  to  the  schools ;  and  in  the  performance  of  all  their  duties, 
and  in  meeting  any  and  all  responsibilities,  pleasant  or  otherwise,  have 
at  all  times  had  the  most  perfect  harmony  of  views,  and  consequently 
secured,  without  the  slightest  difficulty,  the  utmost  concert  of  action. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


WILLIAM  L.  GAYLORD. 
GEO.  W.  CUTTING. 
EUGENE  DeNORMANDIE, 
Fitzwilliam,  N.  H.  March.  13,  1866. 


Superintending 
School  Committee. 


SELECTMEN'S   REPORT. 


The  subscribers,  Selectmen  of  Fitzwilliam,  submit  to  you  their 
Report  for  the  year  ending  March  13,  1866. 

We  have  drawn  216  Orders  on  the  Treasurer,  amounting  to 
$18,774  58  and  have  made  disbursements  as  follows: 

Expended  For  Scliools. 

To  District  No.  1,  $175  00  No.  7,  $100  00 

"   "    «  2,  100  00  «  8,  160  00 

"   "    "  3,  170  00  "  9,  105  00 

"  4,  100  00  «  10  105  00 

"  5,  374  00  "  11  100  00 

*'   '•    "  6,   10  96  «  12  100  00 

'       $1599  96 

Kotes  and  Interest  Paid. 

Levi  N.  Lillie,         note  and  interest  in  full, 609  15 

Nathan  Putney,  "  "  "       393  00 

Geo.  L.  Stearns,        '•  "  «       11150 

James  Corey,         '  "  *'     '        "       61100 

Ann  G.  Damon,  "  "  ""       361  27 

Charles  Perry,  "  "  "        515  75 
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Paid  Collector's  Book, 1  25 

"  Woighor's  Book 2  00 

"  Highway  Warrants, • .  .     92 

"  Stationery,  Revenue  Stamps,  and  Postage, 6  00 

"  Expenses  to  Concord,  adju-ting  State  aid  return <>  ()0 

"  "  ''   Lebanon,  putting  in  volunteers, IH  00 

Selectmen's  Room, 4  -"io 

Treasurer's  expenses  of  checks, 1  40 

Mxpress, 25 

Abatement  of  taxes, 76  89 

II.  L.  White,  damage  on  road, 10  CO 


$377  t)4 
Recapitulation. 

Paid  School  money, $1599  96 

"  Debt?, 10,975  28 

•'  Bounties, 3500  00 

"  State  Aid, 750  19 

"  Town  Paupers, 501  65 

''  Expenses  of  Mary  Carter, 93  87 

"  County  Paupers, 105  fiO 

•*  Expenses  of  Town  Hall  and  Clock, 35  55 

"  Roads  and  Bi-idges, 222  49 

"  Town  Officers, 552  35 

"  Miscellaneous, 377  64 


$18,77 1  r,8 
HIGHWAYS. 

The  amount  voted  by  the   Town  for  the  ordinary  rcj^nirs  of 

Highways  and  Bridges,  was 1500  00 

Surplusage, , G5  10 

$15G3  10 
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Committed  to  the  Highway  Surveyors  as  follows : 

Distriet  No.  1.  Levi  G.  Smith, 91  87 

''     2,  George  W.  Ellis,    53  86 

"     3,  Charles  Perry,   89  60 

"         "     4,  Sylvanus  Holman,  ! 55  26 

"         "     5,  Leander  Richardson, 35  50 

"     6,  Elijah  Bowker,     90  39 

"         /     7,  Asa  S.  Kendall,    50  57 

"     8,  Cliai-les  H.  Pcrham, 26  79 

"         "     9,  Sumner  W.  Keith, 32  57 

"   10,  Nathan  Putney,    47  17 

"11,  Dustin  A.  Gee, 20  27 

"  12,  Daniel  Smith, 26  17 

"  13,  Dana  Davis,   39  58 

"  14,  George  W.  Wilson, 41  43 

"         "   15,  Benjamin  Fay,   35  29 

"  16,  Nathan  Whipple,   13  43 

"         '•   17,  Reuben  Angler, 38  56 

"         "  18,  Melvin  Wilson, 31  74 

"         "  19,  Charles  Byam, 45  27 

"  20,  Abel  Dunton, 16  27 

"         "21,  Robert  Brooks,    39  09 

"  22,  Thomas  Foristall,    ,- 50  13 

"  23,  Silas  White,  .....! 23  3:) 

"         ''  24,  M.  P.  Damon,    62  24  ' 

"  25,  Ciiarles  P.  Colton, 35  08 

"  26,  Daniel  Burbank, 44  40 

"  27,  Dcxtor  Collins 57  39 

"  28,  Henry  Shirley,    47  35 

"  29,  Josiaii  Moore, 58  12 

"         "  30,  Jonathan  S.  Adams,   52  10 

"  31,  Daniel  H.  Reed,  .  . . : 89  93: 

"         ''  32,  Piiilemon  R.  Fairbanks,   43  30 

Non  resident  IJiglnvay  Taxes,    , 79  08 

$loG3   10 
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Town  Paupers. 

Paid  for  support  of  Josiali  Wilson, $91  00 

"      "         "        "  Simeon  Merifield, 91  0(» 

"      "         "        "  Jonas  Mi^es,. 78  00 

"      "         "         "  Mrs.  Wjman, 2;")  00 

"      "         •'         "  Sarah  Barrus'  2  child r(M) 8G  44 

"      "         "        "  Rodney  L.  Morse, ('.7  04 

"      "  "         "  Judc  Fassett 21  00 

"  expenses  of  Alonzo  Stone, 8  00 

"  clothing  for  Willie  Barrus, 20  00 

"         •'  Louisa  Boyce, 10  89 

"         "  «  Willie  Stone, 3  28 


$501  65 
"  expenses  of  Mary  Carter, '93  87 

County  Paupers. 

William  Bragg, $79  00 

Azubah  Locke, 65  00 

Transient  Paupers, 21  60 


$165  60 
Expenses  of  Town  Hall. 

Paid  Asa  S.  Kendall,  care  of  Hall, $15  00 

"    care  of  Clock, 10  00 

"    Wood,  Oil  and  repairs, 10  55 


$35  55 
Roads  and  Bridges. 

Paid  Jonas  Damon  for  plank,    32  18 

«     H.  H.  Wheeler,        "         ...    7  50 

"     Geo.  W.  Wilson,      '•         1  73 

«     A.  A.  Marshall,.       «         8  30 

"     W.  H.  Kinsman,       '•'         3  72 


n 

"     Elijah  Bowker,  plank  and  repairing  bridge,   5  ^^^ 

"     Samuel  Kendall,   "  "  "         1140 

"     Chas.  P.  Colton,  "  "  "         20  40 

"     Robert  Bi-ooks,     ■•  ''  "  12  81 

"     Dexter  CJollins,  timber  and  re-building  bridges, 44  05 

J.  T.  Collins,  piatik  &c.,  and  repaii'ing  roads  and 

bridges (50  46 

"     Ora  Holman  re})airiug  sluiee,    1  25 

"     S.  W.  Carroll  woHc  on  road, 2  00 

''     Oren  Grant,       "  " 3  30 

Non-resident  highway  taxes  worked, 779 

$222  49 

Town  Oflacers. 

(xeorge  A.  Whittemon;,  Collector  for  1864,    65  00 

Selectmen  for  1 865, 225  00 

Collector,    90  00 

Superintending  School  Committee,    45  00 

Treasurer 50  00 

Sexton, 45  60 

Town  Clerk, 19  25 

Fire  wards, 8  50 

Auditors, 4  00 

$553  35 

Miscellaneonb. 

Paid  21  Engine  men, $63  00 

"  Steward's  bill,   14  90 

'■'  Bill  costs,  Lovejoy  vs.  Fitzwilliam, 65  90 

"  Ringing  Town  Bell, 23  5» 

"  Repairs  of  Hearse, 28  8'^ 

'<       «     Hearse  house, 9  8^ 

"  Printing  Town  Reports, 40  50 

"    "  Diplomas  for  Sup.  School  com 8  90 
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Julius  0.  Stone,       notf  and  interest  in  full, 279  32 

Nancy  Ketchuna,        "                  "             "        101  56 

George  Cook,  "  "  "        1014  51 

Lizzie  II.  Curamings, "                  "              "        369  17 

Alpheus  Handy,         "                  "             "         322  20 

Ann  E.  Nixon,           "                  **             "        '.  .  .  450  00 

A.  W.  Gowen,           "                 "             "        157  55 

Israel  Lamb,              "                 "             "        212  40 

Otis  Hayden,              "                  "             " 118  03 

Chas.  H.  Foristall,    '•                  "             "        138  33 

John  A.  Platts,           "                  "             "        327  75 

Kdwin  N.  Bowen.      "                  "              "        211  85 

Susan  Prescott,          "                  "              "        755  88 

Elijah  T.  Platts,         "                  «              "        333  25 

Chas.  B.  Wilson,       "                 "             "        447  50 

Richard  &  Joanna  Bowen,  note  and  interest  in  full,   .  .  701  49 

Jcsso  Forristall,                       "                 "               "       •  •  191  00 

David  Perry,  note  and  interest  in  full  and  other  int.  192   10 

Charles  B.  Perkins,  interest  and  part  principal,    ....  137  33 

Henry  Shirley,         interest,     64  00 

William  H.  Emerson,     "         120  00 

Lyman  Cobleigh,            "         120  00 

Samuel  D.  Knight,         "         33  00 

Calvin  Bomis,                 *'         '. .  .  .  42  00 

Seiina  P.  Damon,            "         12  00 

Russell  Morse,                "         48  00 

Bela  W.  Felcb,               ♦*         42  00 

Sarah  Ljon,                   "          10  oO 

Richard  &  Joanna  Bowen,  interest,    185  59 

Joscpli  Harris,      interest,    6  00 

Daniel  S.  Bartlott,     "' 0  00 

Lovina  Shirley,          "        10  01 

Elli^ha  Chaplin,          «         ' 48  0,0 

Savings  Bank  &c.,     "         ' 90  00 
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Ora  Holman,  note  of  this  year  and  interest  in  full,  253  46 

William  H.  llolmau,            "                        «               . .       815  83 
Amos  A.  Parker,  "    part  principal, 500  00 


110,975  28 

Paid  Orvis  FisluM-,  (Jcorgc  Putney.  Ora  Holman,  William  H. 
Holmath  Nathan  C.  Carter,  Sylvester  P>outwell,  and  Robert 
McDonald ;  7  Volunteers,  $500  00  each,  $3500  00 

^tsrtte  Ab«1  t©  Soldiers'  IPiMEsilies. 

Paid  famih   of  George  A.  Smilie, SG4  00 

"  "  Nathan   Morse, 40  00 

"  Robert  Ni.'ion, 72  00 

"  "  Stillman  S.  Stone, 27  73 

"  "  Julius  0.   Stone, 65  20 

"  "  Darius  H.  Whitcomb, 54  00 

"  Henry  H.  Boyce, 18  00 

"  '■  Joseph  E.  Hai-iuiesR, 24  00 

''  "  Lewis  K.  Ward, 47  20 

''  "  Abraham  H.  Richaids,    .  .  .  •. 57  00 

'V  •'*  Elisha  Rugg,.; 47  73 

**  "  Nathan  C.  Carter,  ....... 47  57 

"  Orvis  Fisher,.  ....■...,...; 47  14 

"  "  Daniel  F.  O^iborn, , , 33  00 

"  "  Sylvester  Boutwell, 31  48 , 

''  "  Ora  Holman,  '. ^  ........  47  14* 

"  Robert  McDonald, 15  00 

"  •'  John  A.  Platts, „ 1.2  00 

$750  10* 
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Savings  Bank, 
Selina  P.  Damon, 
Artemas  VV.  Go  wen,      " 
Cj'nthia  R.  Ellis,  ' 

Bela  W.  Felch, 
Sarah  Lyon,  " 

Henry  Shirley,  " 

William  H.  Emerson,  *' 
Daniel  Spaulding, 
Richard  Bowen,  " 

Charles  B.  Perkins, 
George  H.  Wilson, 
Joseph  Harris, 
Lyman  Cobleigh, 
L(jvi  Tower.  " 

Samuel  D.  Knight, 
Winslow  Phillips, 
David  Whitney, 
Calvin  Bemis,  " 

Ira  L.  Morse, 
Russell  Morse,  " 

Lovina  Shirley,  " 

David  Perry,  " 

William  IL  Emerson,  " 
Elisha  Chaplin,  ' 

Daniel  S.  Bartlett. 
Ilanriah  Svveolscr, 
Eunice  Stearns,  " 

Richard  Bovircn. 
Jane  E.  Whitcomb,     " 
Elisha  ('hapliii,  '• 

Julia  A.  Putney.  " 

John  Cobleigh,  " 

Bowiliau  riowe,  " 

Aniliony  S.  Whitcomb," 
Moses  A.  Allen, 


Liabilities  of  the  Town. 

Note  dated  Sept. 


16,  1862, 
22.     " 


Oct.   17,  1863. 

Dec.   14,  " 

"       17,  " 

"  24.  " 
"      26,     " 

Jan,      i,  1864, 
Apr.   14,     " 
June,    16, 
'     July,  28,     " 
Aug.     1, 

9,     " 

"       lo,     " 

"      19.     " 

••      23,  •• 

..      27,     " 

"      30.     " 

Sept.     1,     •' 

1,  •• 

"         6,  •• 

6,  " 

7. 

9,  " 

Oct.       1,  " 

Jan.       2,  1865. 

Feb.    18,  • 

'•       25,  " 

March,  18,  " 

"       23,  - 

..       24^  .. 

24,  '• 

..        24,  " 
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Elvira  Allen,  Note  dated  March  25,   1865                             .76  00 

Ebenezer  Potter,  "  "  "  26,     "  325  00 

David  W.  Farrar,  "  "  "  27,  "  150  00 

David  N.  Putney,  ' 27,  "  500  OO 

William  D.  Pratt,  "  "  '*  28,  "  200  00 

Sylvester  Routwell,  "  "  "  29,  "  150  00 

Thomas  Whipple,  "  "  "  29,  "           .  100  00 

William  W.  Ballou,  "  "  April  7,  "  100  00 

Thomas  Foristall,  "  "  "  10,  "  100  00 

William  LebourveaH,  "  "  "  10,  •'  600  00 

Esther  Chase.  "  "  '•  19,  "  300  00 

Samuel  M.  Bolles,  "  "  "  19,  "  100  00 

Thomas  Foristall,  "  "  "  22,  "  ISO  00 

Sidney  B.  Bowen,  "  "  Aug.  25,  "  200  GO 

Charles  P.  Streeter,  "  "  Dec.  28,  "  600  00 

Ebenezer  Potter,  "  "  Jan.  2,   1866  250  00 

S.  Balcom  &  Co.  "  "  "  -i,  "  3500  00 

Charles  P.  Streeter,  "  "  "  H,  "  500  00 

A.  A.  Parker,  "  "  Feb.  6,  "  500  00 

Louisa  S.  Forristall,  "  "  "  6,  '•  362  40 

John  Cobleigh,  "  "  "  23,  '<  430  00 

$25906  26 
ASSETS. 

Due  from  U.  S.  Government,   $3118  00 

•'       •'      State  for  Stale  Aid, 446  19 

County,    44  15 

Estimated  value  of  Liquor  on  hand, 80  00 

Monev  in  town  Treasury,    344  45 

Due  from  Collector  for  18(55,    39  50 

$4072  29 

indebtedness  of  the  Town, $21,833  97 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

UEO.  L.  STEARNS.  )      Selectmen 

WM.  H.  SHIRLEY,  V  of 

JOEL  WHITTEMORE,    )    Fitzwiiliam. 
The    subscriber   having   examined   the   above   report   of    the 
Selectmen,  tinds  it  accurately  cast  and  correctly  vouched,  and  be- 
lieves it  to  be  a  true  statement  of  their  doings  in  behalf  of  the 
town. 

ANSON  STREETER,  Auditor. 
Fitzvvilliam,   March  3d.   18(56. 
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TREASURER'S   REPORT. 

March  3d,  1866. 


Jtieceipts. 

Balance  last  year, 

$917  63 

From  last  year  Collector, 

653  10 

County  Paupers, 

152  75 

Savings  Bank  tax, 

240  86 

Rail  Road  tax, 

333  53 

Mary  Carter  fund. 

100  00 

Town  Hall, 

82  00 

Literary  Fund, 

39  80 

Hay  Scales, 

12  00 

Grass  on  common. 

4  75 

Grrass  in  burying  ground, 

2  00 

Plank  sold, 

1  50 

State  Aid, 

1551  73 

Hired  money, 

10,111  25 

On  taxes  for  1 865, 

7856  13 

$22,059  03 

Expenditures. 

Paid  216  Selectmen's  Orders, 

18.774  56 

State  Tax, 

2940  00 

Cash  in  the  Treasury, 

344  45 

$22,059  03 
The  amount  of  taxes  the  Collector  for  1865,  was  ordered  to 

pay  the  Treasurer,  is  S7895  63 

The  amount  he  has  paid  is,  7856  13 


Uncollected,  39  50 

A.   A.   PARKER.  Trt-asurei-. 

Fitzwilliani,  March  3d,  1866. 

The  subscriber  has  examined  the  above  report  ot  the  Town 
Treasurer  and  finds  it  accurately  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

ANSON  STREETER,  Auditor. 
Fitzwilliam,  March  3d,  1866. 


(J. 


^•^iVGE,  M'*^^^* 


